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Purpose: This course is designed to provide the student with an opportunity to gain or enhance knowledge in the field of Health Promotion and to explore an area of interest related to health promotion research or the delivery and/or administration of services. 
Objectives (one or more of the following substantive and process-related objectives must be met depending on the project): 
1. Students expand current knowledge in a specific area of interest related to public health; 
2. Students remediate deficient areas of knowledge, behavior, or skills; 
3. Students develop or enhance skills in analyzing, synthesizing, and integrating public health related information or experiences;
4. Students develop or enhance skills in project identification, development, management, implementation, evaluation, communication, and/or dissemination;
Registration: The student will not be able to register for this course until the Independent Study Proposal Plan has been completed and approved by the student, the faculty instructor (supervisor), the student’s Graduate Coordinator, and the Department Chair. 
Course Requirements: 
1. Students discuss their general topic with a faculty member with whom they would like to complete the independent study project and solicit the faculty member’s commitment to being the project supervisor. 
2. Once the faculty supervisor is identified, the student and faculty supervisor determine the specific project in which the student will be involved. After this discussion, the student presents a typed outline of the independent study project to the faculty supervisor, who must approve the outline. The outline must consist of the following elements: 
a. Purpose and objectives of the independent study; 
b. A short description of the project, including a project title; 
c. A list or description of the components of the project to be completed by the student; 
d. A timeline for completion of the project within one semester; 
e. A list of the number and approximate dates for meetings between the faculty and student for evaluation and discussion of the project; 
f. A description of how the student project will be graded, including any intermediate evaluation/grades that are required. The faculty supervisor may choose to include additional elements to the independent study outline. This outline and accompanying form serve as the formal contract for the independent study project. The contract and form must be signed by all parties before the project is initiated. Once the outline is completed and the independent study form signed by the faculty supervisor and the student, the outline and form should be sent to the student’s Graduate Coordinator.
3. Independent study projects may not be used as a substitute for an available required or elective course and may not cover substantially the same subject matter that is available in a required or elective course. 
Grading: Methods of grading will be specified by the instructor and will be determined by the faculty member based on the requirements of the independent study. Letter grades must be used; independent studies may not receive a grade of Credit/No Credit. The student must successfully complete all project components agreed in the contract in the timeframe required by the contract. Failure to meet any of the terms of the outline can result in a failing grade. 
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